Death of couple in crash brings
grief to students at Smith School

By Michele Linck
Janrnal shadl wrdar

Three Federal Aviation Ad-
ninisiTation  invesligalers were on
the site Monday where a privats
pirplane crushed Sunday, killing a
Siouk Ciry couple. '

The simglz-engine Cessna was
pilowsd by Melvin Beccard, who died
oleng with his wife, Sincy Beccard,
when the plane went down about 11

- am. half a mile east of Martin Ficld
* tn Souch Sioux Cicy.

The invesligativn team from Line
coln was headed by Larry Boscher.

Simcy Beocnnd was one of two
Difth-geade eachers afl Skoux Cliy's
Amith  Elemen School, whers
students and 9 ware truggling
BMandoy te deal with their loss.

A stafl mesting was held before
sehod] Monday o pul procedunce in
place, said Leon Koster, principal,

s muite & glock, ! e sald. We
haven't had time 1o look st it -
tianally; wa're still deallng with tha
emaodionality of it

Mumwerous counselors frgm other b

schools and the Aren Edecation
Ageney were on hand 1o help stu-
denis dial with the eacher's deah
Mo memorial service ot the school
bad heen planoed bonday, bur
Koster said one might be held later,

Flz said counselors  would el
parencs o encourage their children o
mibznel the Funend i they expressed
an interesl i doang that

CThese studems are ages [0 ond
11 and that's o credibte thing to do,'
Knsl[:;'said. i

Chdany cxpress rustradion. —
We idnt gyt o sy good-bye” '
Koster swad. A memorial service
might help with that nes for clesucs,

e s,

“"Wih 50 kids in the ffth-grade,
you're seeing a wholg host of experi-
ence {with death). They're all over
1he chare in terms of emoliona] maiu-
ity und how they express their
prief.

Knser saicl a subsiilute 1eacher
would finish ol the remaining 11
days of the school year This had
ket Stacy Becenrd’s sscond yenr

teaching sl Smith,

Melvin Beccard was employesd ul
Mutra-Fla Equipmeni Co, TEehm‘mn
who ooswered the phoies day
said they were wpsst buk said the
LOMpAnY was red communting on the
lass.

Beconrd had meeds one wburted al-
eatipd o land the plame in Sunday’s
high winds and was turning for a

0 seepnd ey sl tbe ceagh occarmed,

acearding 1o observers al the airpord,
A Jow-level, downwind tern might
have Been rezponsibbe for the acoi-

| dent, said Gene Martin, swner of lhe

irpoel, whia wilnessed the crash,

Mociin =aid it had been ““many.,
memy years'" sinca thare was a Tatal-
ity amang ait traffic usinﬁ the fiell.
He mid yeurs ago a glider pilat
vrashed and died afler her planes
stalled and spur into the groond,

VBl owe've never Bad amyihing
like this,™ he said.

The Becvands were tewuening from
o brgakfasy fy-in al Cherokes, lowa,

.A.uu{ﬁsi.:s wene perlimned bon-
ey an the veguest of the FAA, accar-
ding to Dr. Gene Herbek, Woodhey
County  deputy meedical examiner.
Bath died of extensive waumatic in-
furies, be =i, [n addition, tisswee amd
ilher samples wers senl o the Bad,
labaeatary in Cklahama City.

““Bo. they'te investigating it
thoroughly,”' Herbek eaid.

Obituaries for te couple ore ot
pige BO



